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Little Teetails,

The Albkany reporters continue to
describe the state of mind of the Hon,
B. B. ODELL, JR., over the mention of his
silver-plated name by [ xecutive authority
at Washington in connection with small
retajl postal graft. All observers agree
as to the depth of Governor ODELL'S
emotions. There is a conflict of testi-
mony, however, about the manner in
which his anger at Mr. ROOSEVELT is
manifested. The correspondent of the
New York Herald declares that Mr.
ODELL'S expressions of indignation have
been “exceedingly vigorous.” ‘The New
York World represents him as “too angry
for ntterance.” Possibly both historians
are right, and it is a case of intermittent
profanity, with intervals of the unut-
terable.

We print again the Executive memo-
randum which has been so curiously
provocative:

MONTGUOMERY, N. 1

“ N ov. 27, 1000, allowanee of $200 discontinued.
1. 1900, Hon. E. B, OpkLL referred letter
Memorandum

lLiee
from pestmasterasking nestoration.
to centinye the allowance on the ground of 1ts belng
A summer resort, and to advise Hon. B. B. OpELL,
which was done.  Allowance effective Nov. 1. Hon.
A. 8 TOMPEINS also advised.

“Nov. 30, 1001, an Inspector reported no transit
mall handled, and recommended discontinuance
of sllnwance.

“Jun~ 7. 1002, as the records showed that no
separating service was performed, an assistant
superintendent was sent to investigate,

‘ Aug. 21, an inspector recommended discon-
tinuance of allowance, and on Aug. 31 the assistant
superintendent reported no separating service
rerformed; no unusual business: no justification
Aceordingly the allowance was

"

fer an allowance,
diseontinied from Sept. 1

The statutory provision under which
the extra $200 was allowed by BEAVERS
on the summer resort pretext at Mr.
OpFLL'S request in behalf of his protégé
at Montgomery is as follows:

“Whenever unusual business occurs at any post
oMce, the Postmaster-General shall make a speclal
order allowing reasonable compensation for clerl-
cal service.”

The extra $200 a year was enjoyed for
nearly three years by Mr. ODELL'S friend,
although meanwhile two inspectors and
one assistant superintendent had in-
vestigated the case, found no unusual

= q“:"\minem. and recommended the discon-
‘;_p_e. “ouance of the allowance. The graft

continued until September last.

Is it not possible that Mr. ODELL'S
anger at the oflicial publication of facts
of record concerning him proceeds from
the circumstance that he has entirely
forgotten this little $200 case and labors
under the impression that if there was
anything wrong about the Montgomery
allowance, the blame must belong to
some other correspondent of BEAVERS'S,
—let us say, the Hon. JIM SHERMAN or
the Hon. WARREN B. HOORER?

It is a well known fact that Mr. ODELL
does sometimes forget little transactions,
orrather that they become submerged in
the multitudinous activities of his larger
enterprises. The limitaticns of his mem-
ory were explained by himself, under
oath, as long ago as 1802, when he was
testifving before an investigating com-
mittee of the New York Senate as to the
outrageous charge that he had bought
for 8600 the votes of a negro club in New-
burg, known as the Sherman Club:

“ Chalrman Roescg-—-Can you account In any
way for the receipt by some of the members of the
Sherman Club of the odd amount of $5.45.

“ Mr. OpBLL—No.

“Mr. GARDNER—To whom did you bhand the
money: vou sald you pald It out of the general
fund: to whom did you hand It that it went to the
Sherman Club?

“ Mr. OpELL--I told you 1 didn't remember that:
vou seem to think that all [ have got to do when we
are managing three or four countles here In an
electlon, that every little detall | am golng to fasten
on my mind; I dismiss them as fastas [ am through
with them.

“ Mr. GARDNER—Here 1s an account, according

to your statement, shat Is nearly equal to half of |

what you reeelved: that 1sa’t a small detall?

“ Mr. OpBLL—] am used to handling something
like a milllon and a half & year, and $600 don't
amount to much to me.”

This habit of not fastering little de-
tails on his mind, of dismissing them
+6 fast as he is through with them, of not
considering that a $600 “transaction”—
and still less a $200 “transaction” like the
Montgomery business—amounts to much
to a man used to handling something
like a million and a half a year, may ac-
count for Mr. ODELL'S present surprise
and indignation. He may have forgotten
the Montgomery incident altogether.
He may believe that Mr. ROOSEVELT or
some one of his postal satellites is manu-
facturing it of the whole cloth; and hence
the emotions, alternately voczl and un-
utterable, which stir his sengitive soul
when he contemplates the attempt to
oast a stain upon his silver-plated name.

A Chicago Physician on the Filipinos.

Senator HoAR recently presented to
the Senate a paper on the conditions in
the Philippines, prepared by Davip H.
DoggrTY, M. D., of Chicago, in which
the fruits of that physician's observa-

|

tlons during a stay of three months in |

the islands are embodied. Dr. DOHERTY
found that the Filipinos treasure a legend
1o the effect that the Spanierds, us they
approached Manila, left their common-
wense on Corregidor Island, at the harbor

entravce, and then attempted to govern |

the islands without it.

|

“Iet us not add |

1o the mass of Corregidor by (hru\\'-'

"

g awvay our COMMONn Sense,
IMHERTY

Of the Fiipmos  themselves
DoHERTY holds & good opinion. He was
varned that they were “liars, thieves,
“nfers, ecowards, tyrants, ingrates,

urges Dr,

i

= “M'bhn-’ A

e

Dr.

gamblers;” but he found them “sober,
clean, domestic, hospitable and religious,
(at least in form).” He considers two-
thirds of the Filipinos, who occupy all
the islands except Mindanao and the
Sulu sub-archipelago, to be as far ad- |
vanced in civilization as many European
peasants, the “Mexican greasers”, or
our Southern negroes. Comparing them
with the full fruits of civilization and |
culture exhibited in the persons of the
Americans in the islandg, he says:

“No one stole from me, and the only people who
lled to me were Americans. The ahove-stated
(ynfavorable) opinlons of the Americans Were
usually founded on contact with muchachos (ser-
vants) and cocheros (coachmen) two classes not
entitled ‘o represent any soclety. * ¢ * No
Fillpino employeo of the Government has defaleated,
and the only steallng that is done 1s of a petty char-
acter, and 15 usually the work of these muchachos,
who (In accordance with the pecullar soclal system
Introduced by the Spaniards) llve In Intimate eon-
tact In the home, see thelr master's vices, sufler
from his impatlence or lgnorance, and, helng human,
must often lose respect for him,  The Fllipino, of
course, possesses faults and viees, but he averages
up. If not as high as the Anglo Saxon, at least as
high as the majority of civilized races.”

As to the alleged “stupidity” of the
Filipinos, Dr. DOHERTY met a wite and
experienced man, who asked him if he
had ever seen a carabao—the solemnest
of uneffusive animals—laugh, Dr. Do-
nrrty admitted that this sight  had
heen denied him.  “Well,” said Lis friend,
“the next time yvou hear an American |
storming in broken Spanish at a bewild-
ered Filipino, and then swearing at him
for bemg stupid, if thereis a carabao near, |
just watch it grin, for it knows which
is the stupid one.” If the carabao is ’
thus gifted, could not that animal be
used to advantage for the exposition of |
stupidity in other lands, where no in- |
fallible test is now known,

The handling of the liquor trade and
social evil Dr. DOHERTY commends., The
“querida” habit, or concubinage, he says,
is a “nobler vice” than scme others, and
gometimes results in legal wedlock. Dr.
DOHERTY regards the so-called “ladron-
ism" as of political, rather than agrarian,
origin, rising from a people’s longing
for freedom. In the administration of
justice he found the Judges upright,
patient, and full of common sense; but
the existence of two codes of laws side by
side and the difficulty of conducting ac-
curate inquisitions through interpreters
operate agaiwst exact fairness in some
cages. Of this condition he remarks that
“with the exception of the courts the
whole machinery of law is calculated to
withdraw the substance of liberty while
offering its form.”

Dr. DOHERTY believes that in ten years
from the establishment of the Filipino
Assembly, the citizens of the islands
should be allowed to vote for independ-
ence or annexation. If our administra-
tion in the islands is good, be believes
they would vote for annexation. Sec-
retary TAFT will not indorse this plan.
Of the highmindedness of at least one
Filipino, Dr. DOHERTY gives an example,
He questioned Gen. VINCENTE LUKBAN
on the “war cruelties.” Gen. LUKBAN
responded, “I was heaten with my sword
in hand, and T would think it unmanly
to seek revenge by recrimination.”

Abolish the Dawes Commission,

The charges made last August by S.
M. Brosius against some of the mem-
bers and employees of the so-called Dawes
commission on account of their personal
dealings with the Indians have been
sifted thoroughly by CHARLES JOSEPH
BONAPARTE and CLINTON ROGERS WOOD-
RUFF.

President TaM8 BIXBY of the com-
mission, Commissioners CLIFTON R.
BRECKINRIDGE and THoMAS B. NEEDLES
and Indian InspectordJ. GEORGE WRIGHT,
were all found to be interested in cor-
porations dealing more or less exten-
sively in Indian lands. It appears that
none of them was engaged in unlawful
practices, but the investigators think
that Mr. BRECKINRIDGE'S investment in
such corporations “has seriously im-
paired his public usefulness.” FPresi-
dent BIXBY'S interest in the corpora-
tions “should be terminated without
delay.” It should be “officially sug-
gested” to Commisgioner NEEDLES and
Inspector WRIGHT that they sell out.

These recommendations are supple-
mented by the statement that the com-
mission “can be abolished with advan-
tage.” The work it was created to per- |
form is practically completed. It is |
tainted and discredited. The indiscre-
tions of three of its members have given
it a reputation it cannot live down, and
it should be abolished.

Food as Contraband of War.

We should like to credit the report
telegraphed from Rome that the Powers
are trying to reach an agreement with
regard to the rules to be applied to neu- |
tralg. It is particularly important that |
the maritime nations should decide be- |
times whether they will accept or rP-'
pudiate Russia's recent declaration that,
during the present contest, food will be
treated by her as contraband of war.

What is needed is the formulation of a
principle to be embodied in a treaty
which, like the Declaration of Paris, shall
be binding on all the signatories. So far |
as a principle may be deduced from the |
general, though not unvarying, practice
of belligerents, it may be set forth thus:

Food is contraband when it is con-
signed to a blockaded port, or to the
known representatives of a belligerent
Government, because it is then presumed
to be intended for military purposes.
When not presumably designed for
military purposeg, food is not contraband
of war. That, we repeat, is the rule to
which practice has usually, though not
always, conformed.

In its recent proclamation of inten-
tions, the St. Petersburg Government
has drawn no such distinction. That
Government has anncunced that all
food consigned to Japan will be treated
as contraband of war, no matter for
what purpose it is apparently intended.
In other wordg, the starvation, not only
of armies in the field and of the cccupants
of blockaded or beleaguered towns, but
also of the non-combatant masses of a
belligerent’s population, is henceforth
to be accounted a legitimate instrument |
of warfare if Russia can make it so.

Russia herself does not habitually de~
pend _upon foreign purveyors for any

! countries to the British Isles.
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part of her food supply, but is able in
normal years to export considerable
quantities of grain, From the applica-
tion, therefore, of the principle pro-
claimed by her, the principle that, under
all circumstances, food is contraband
of war, Russia would have no cause to
dread a national famine, although, owing
to her imperfect means of internal trana-
portation, local famines are not infre-

| quent within her territory.

What is Russia's motive for announc-
ing the principle at this time? She can
have no hope of applying it at any early
date to Japan, for she has lost control
of the sea, and has no prospect of re-
gaining it quickly, if at all, during the
present war, Her Japanese opponent
will, therefore, be at liberty to import all
the food needed for either military or
non-military purposes,

Under the circumstances it is difficult
to avoid the conclusion that, if Russia
at this juncture has declared her inten-
tion of treating all food as contraband of
war, it is because she wishes to indicate
in advance the position whichshe and her
allies will take should France, England
and Germany be drawn into the Far
Eastern contest. She foresees that, al-
though the French navy or the navies
of France and Germany combined, might
be unable to cope with the sea power of
Great Britain, it might be practicable

to obstruct seriously the conveyance |

transatlantic
There is
no doubt that tremendous havoe might
be wrought by fleet commerce destroyers

of food supplies from

| upon the vessels bearing from the United

States, Canada and Argentina the sup-
plies of wheat and flour which have come

| to be indispensable to the British popu-

lation,

We need not point out that public
opinion in the United States would not
for a moment tolerate the treatment

 of wheat and flour, shipped from this
| country to England for non-military

purposes, as contraband of war. The
American people would insist upon op-
posing the attempted enforcement of
such a principle. No matter what polit-
ical party might happen to be in power
at the time, it would never dream of re-
sisting the demonstration of the popular
will.,

But, although this is a fact well known
to all intelligent Americans, and already
guessed by many Englishmen, recent
events have shown that the Czar's ad-
visers are unable to gauge correctly the
drift and force of American feeling, or
to comprehend the vigilance and the
fidelity with which our Federal Govern-
ment strives to ascertain and carry out
the wishes of the American people. The
(zar's advisers cannot understand that
in this country the real sovereign is public
opinion, For that very reason it is
important that our State Department,
which the St. Petersburg Foreign Office
imagines to be sovercign, should in-
dicate promptly the position that it means
to take with regard to the announcement
of Russia's purpose to treat all food as
contreband of war.

It is not expedient to wait until the
principle proclaimed by Russia i3 ac-
tually applied through her geizure of a
catgo of grain consigned from the United
States to Japan for non-military pur-
poses. Russia having lost control of the
sea, many & month may elapse before
such an incident takes place; and, mean-
while, France and England, and possibly
(iermany ns well, may have been swept
into the war.

The Czar's recent proclamation affords
a pretext for an immediate announce-
ment of the intention of the United States
not to permit food to be treated as con-
traband of war, when it is presumably
intended for non-military purposes.
Such a declaration would clear the air,
and tend to avert, rather than hasten,
complications,

The Man Who Can't Help Doing

Good.
Wednesday, between 100 and 151 in-
candescent Representatives in Congress
rushed to the Post Office Department

i and demanded the name of the hyena

in human form who had caused the
Bristow supplemental report to be pub-
lished. For three days all the common
nouns and some improper adjectives of
contempt and reprobation were show-
ered, in the House and out of it, on the
man or men who had committed what
appeared to be the greatest crime in his-
tory, except the Crime of 1873. Armed
with physicians' certificates, Postmaster-
General PAYNE and Mr. BRISTOW sat
in fortified seclusion. They breathe a
little more freely now. They will be
permitted to live. The Washington
correspondent of the New York Tribune
gives the cheering news:

“ The conversation of members turned chiefly
on the responsibility for sending the report to Con-
gress In {ts present form, and 1t waa authoritatively
stated that not only had the Postmaster-General
protested againsi the policy of sending to the Post
OfMee Commlttee the Information eventually em-
bodled in his report, but he had submitied several
tentative reports, all of which had been rejected
by Chalrman OVERSTREET, who had finally exam-
ined all the documents personally and had Indl-
cated with pencll marks what should and whai
should not be included in the report tn order that
It might conform to his ideas. Mr. OVERSTRERET
finally went to Mr. PAYNE'S home a week ago Sun-
day to Insure that his Instruotions were carried out
to the letter.”

Not even the Hon. HENRY D. CLAYTON
of Arkansas, who yvearns “to rip the
whole stomach of the Post Office De-
partment open,” wants to make incision
into the chairman of the Committee on
Post Offices and Post Roads. The storm
has subsided a little, and PAYNE and
BrisTow were lightning rods over the
head of the Hon. JESSE OVERSTREET.
He is spared, but he will be watched:

“The growing conviction that Mr. OVERSTRERT
s alone responsible for the Payne report as it oame
to his committee i« producing a certaln lack of con.
fidence tn his Judgment in some quarters, and will
inevitably result In the most careful scrutiny of the
Post Office Appropriation biil, which has just been
reported to the House "

Here the optimist can rub his hands
cheerily and mark once more “the moral
uses of dark things.” Mr. OVERSTREET
publishes a report which certain mem-
bers rage against. Yet the report regis-
ters their zeal for their constituents or
their enlightened self-interest. Ob-
serve yet another triumph of good. A
little petulant still with Mr. OVERSTREET'S
thoughtful kindness to them, members

{
.
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will note jealously the Post Office Ap-
propriation bill, of which he is the chief
engineer, No shady or doubtful item

will be allowed to stay init. The pocket
of the United States will be guarded
vigilantly.

Where are the hyenas now? Doves
are fluttering, lambs are frisking around
the Hon. Jrssg OVERSTREET, the man
who can't help doing good, whether he
wants to or not.

Society Notes From Fastern Massa-
chusetts,

We love to peep over the Boston Pale.
The ice is two or three feet thick on those
dear old brick sidewalks. The snow is
six feet deep, but the Bostonians don't
complain. Spring is their street clean-
ing department. The “going” i8 not 8o
bad that the descendants of the friends
of freedom who dumped the tea into the
harbor can't find their way to the State
House to protest in the name of virtue,
in the name of morality, in the name of
Massachusetts, against the infamous
proposal to let the tavern keepers sell a
glass of “licker” after 11 P. M.  Mean-
while, sedentary Boston toasts its slip-
pers by the tight-air stove, opens the
Boston Budget with almost our own
eager longing and devours the “Society

INFECTION BY RADIOACTIVI‘T) ?

Curlous Speculations Discrediting the
Germ Theory and Offering a Substitute.

To TRE Enrron oy THE SuN —Sir: It would
seem to the man of education and intelligence,
be ha layman or practical scientist, in touch
with the progress of the times that by the
adoption generally of the germ theory of
disease medicine had at last attained to the
dignity of an exact aclence,

The fact that certain bacteria have been
discovered from time to time in certain
diceanen, and only seemingly in thoge certain
disenses, would naturally lead one to con-
sider that thers must ba some connection
between those bacterin and the diseases in
which they were found.

And what would be more likely and proba-
ble than the guppogition that these bacteria
were the cause of the diseases o which they
seemed to flourish?

In order, therefore, to pursue the practice
of medicine in a thoroughly scientifle and
ratisfactory manner, we would require simply
to discover and isolate the germ cansutive,
as it would seem, of each particular disease
under consfderation, administer the proper
bactericide, and leave nature to do the rest.

Easy, {sn't it?

Nothing simpler

On first thought one wonld be apt to jump
1o the conclusion that after all the centuries
of endeavor on the part of the great prac-
titioners of medicine from the time of Hip-
POCTates to the present to discover the cause
of discase the goal had been finally reached,

The idea is certainly very fascinating that
by the propaiution of bucterin discuscs of a
certain charucter are  propagated, that by
the incubation of bacteria, the same discascs

Notes."”

A few of these we indorse and pass on
to the rest of the sociological squad:

“Mesers, WiaaIN & FLweLL announce that Mr.
ERNEST HENDRIE has been admitted to the Airm.”

* A regular meeting of the Bostonlan Soclety will
be held in the Councll Chamber, Old State House,
on Tuesday, March 8, at 3p. M."

“The soclal event of the week In Lexington was
the lesp year party given by the Lend-a Hand
Club In the Town Hall on Monday evening.”

“Mr. and Mre. HORACR BOWKER of Hoston are
recelving many congratulations upon the birth
of a son, HORACE BOWKFR, Jn."

“The Whitman Fellowship will hold (ts last regu
lar publle meeting for thls season In Tremont Tem-
ple, Taursday evening, March 10."

“ Miss EMMA FRANKLUIN, formerly of Brookline,
s spending the winter In Boston. ™

“ An Informal reception was held Tuesday after-
noon at the rooms of the Anlmal Rescue League
In Carver street. After visiting the kennels, the
guests inspected the cat department.”

“Mr. ARTHUR P. ScuMipr, the noted publisher,
has one of the happlest dispositions In Boston, To
watch him In his dally walk from his residence at
the Back Bay to his place of business Is llke a ray
of sunshine from a clouded sky. Mr. SciMIDT In-
varlably carries a cane, and his erect figure and
benign countenance reflect peace of mind and a
generous heart. He Is a self-made man and one
of Boston 's successful merchants, Have somebody
point him out to you to-morrow morning In your
walk down the Hoylston sireet promenade’ he goes
along just before 8."

The snarlers against Boston society
should forever hold their snarls. These
“Society Notes” paint a modest, rural,
friendlvy society, such as may be seen
in the “society columns” of the London-
derry Sifter, the Good Thunder Herald,
the Clallam Bay Record, the Okobojo
Times and Bill Barlow's Budget.

The District of Alaska has no Legislature.
Distances in it are so vast that a Legisla-
ture may long be out of the question. The
Governor has merely nominal and trifling
power. As Senator NEL8S8ON of Minnesota,
who has visited Alaska, says, the Governor
is “Commander-in-Chiefl of the militia, and
they have no militia.” He makes an annual
report, keeps an eye on the real fisheries,
and he has some other miscellaneous duties.
Three District Judges and forty-three
Court Commissioners, appointed by them,
are really such civil government as Alaska
has. The granting of liquor licenses and
licenses to follow a trade and occupation,
a license system peculiar to Alaska, is among
the duties of the District Judges.

The bill, taken up in the Senate last week,
providing for the election of a Delegate to
the House of Representatives from Alaska,
ought to pass. It is only fair that the in-
habitants of that great, isolated and feebly
organized Territory should be represented
by a Delegate who can tell Congress what
they want. The amendment offered by
Mr. Prarr of Connecticut providing that
nothing in the act shall be construed “to
imply or indicate that the territory em-
braced in the district of Alaska, or any
portion thereof, shall at any time here-
after be admitted as a State,” is harmless,
and it may be a comfort to the feeble-kneed.

When New York city began the business
year of 1003 it had $6,175,351.60 on hand to
pay its bills. During the year $318,779.-
737.52 was paid into the city treasury and
the sinking funds. Father Knickerbocker
thus had $324,055,080.12 to his credit in the
oourse of the year. He spent $315,436,665.46
to pay his just and honest debts, and when
he balanced the ledger on Dec. 31 he had
$9,518,428.66 on hand with which to celebrate
the birth of the new year. an amount suffi-
cient to tide him over for atime

How much more of a real sport rowing is
in English universities than in American
is shown by the “torpid” and “Lent" races
that have just been held at Oxford and at
Cambridge. They are queer races, for
nature has been chary of wide rivers to
Britain, and on Isis and Cam only one eight-
oar boat can pull at a time, so the boats
are strung out in a line, fifty yards or so
apart and the object of each is to “bump”
the boat ahead, in which case it goes up
one place in the line. In the leisurely Eng-
lish fashion the racing is spread over a
whole week, three races a day.

This year at Oxford thirty-one eights took
part; that is to say,248 men pulled oars; at
Cambridge the number of hoata was fifty
and of rowers 400. I his does not include the
university crews which were already in
training at Henley. Practically, the num-
ber of undergraduates to be drawn upon
for these crews is the same at each Eng-
lish university as at Harvard or at Yale,
What would an American coach give to have
a battalion of oarsmen like these to draw
from in place of the squads that now train
for the university crews?

The Abhorred Clrcus.
Say! Sinee the clrous struck the town
I've been there every day: |
118 Just the biggest sireak of luck
That ever caine my way.

First Grandpa dropped around an’ sez
He didn’'t want to go,

Bul 8'posed theré wasn't no one else
To take me to the show.

On Tuesday Uncle Jimmy came,
An’ sez he didn’t care

To see the thing: 'twas jest In case
1 wanted to go there.

Then slster's beau came up one night;
1t bored him, he bad found,

Put thought as p'raps 1'd llke to sce
The elephanta go round.

Thas cross old man who lives next door,
He comes an' aex to Ma

He had no kids, 8o he would take
The cirous job off Pa.

When Pa came home on Saturday
I hoard him ‘ that

He hated It like sin, bul guessed
He'd hafter take the brat.

are incubated, &e.

But, as an analogous proposition would we
claim that a magnet propagated nmagnetism
by means of bacteria, sitnply because a dozen
N_"“‘" of steel showed signs of magnetism
after contuct with the original magnet:

M. Becquercl carried a piece of radium the
8ize of 4 peain his vest pocket for a tew hovrs,
A sore resulted after several days at the place
on the body close to which the radium had
been placed. Does it seem necessary to
explain this uppnr.-g‘ incubation period of
disease by bacterla?

Incubation, propagation and transmission
to distances have been the peculiar propertics
I of certain disenses that have been known
 for ages as contawious or infectious on ac-
count of the conveyance of these discases
from one person to another and so on to a
third, &c.

Now, the fact that thess disrases went
through these processes seemingly of incu-
bation, propaguation, &c ., almost compelled
medical scientists to seek in living entities for
the solution of these phenomena, with the
result that for a number of years past the
profession has been, almost to & man, capiured
by what has been called the germ theory of
diseuse,

So completely wruprnd up in_ this theory
have medioal " men  become that a word
breathed against it would savor of the most
downright heresy

I'be many shortcomings of the theory seem
to be totally ignored ts entire inadequate-
ness to Ruit gome of the conditions—as, for
instance, those prevailing in influenza—seem
never to enter into the question

A8 & natter of fact there (8 no discussion of
the question  The whole theory is swallowed

bolted without mastication

Radioactivity has turned almost the whola
scientific world upside down, and compelled
a rearrangement of our (deas regarding
certain theories of matter

Throughout all the excitement attending
the discovery of radinm the spirit does not
seem to have moved the medical profession
to see init anvthing else but an addition to the
pharmacopmia

Everywhere we read of the wonderful cures
wrought by this new element 1ts therapen-
tic virtues are chronicled in every medical
ruhlu‘u(mn. Nowhers do we read a single

tem as to its revolutionary effect upon the
germ theors of diseas:

Fire is excellent for the warmth it furnishes
to us when we are cold, and when we foel the
genial glow as we step 1o the housa from the
frigid un-murh:-rn of the street we are apt to
call it blessed but its ravages are dajly chron-
iclod and read of with awe and shuddering
~In like manner the cood wroneht by radium
ia no doubt wonderful, but nowhere does it
seem to have occurred to investigators to
consider its other gide—its evil aspect. It has
been hailed—on account of ita presence in
springs, in petroleum, &o , a8 & great natural
cure-nll tias in petroleum wells has been
found charged with it. Ite properties can ba
transmitted to other substances It can stir
up activity in other substances by its mere
presence, without even requiring va”tact

It would scem to me that the msre mention
of some of the properties of radium and its
kindred chemico-nctive substances would he
sufficient to proclaim it immediately a formid-
able rival of the germs, to which faith has
been pinned so long

What more natural or more reasonable than
to ruppose that the gases emanating from a
sick room are heavily charged with chemico-
active substances, capable of being trans-
mitted to distances by the elothing and per-
sons of visitors, infecting the air of rooms
miles distant from the original focus and
propagating (if we might still retain the
term)  wherever carried the same or kindred
chemico-activities?

If the afinities were the sime then we
would have the game disease develo Cir
not, then kindred disturbances (or discases)
wonld supervene

These rases may be entirely inodorous—at
leust to human beings There is a normal scent
or gas clinginge to every one and dissipating
in the surrounding atmosphere or detaching
itaelf from the person and attaching itself to
other objects As a proof of this may be re-
called the trackine of slaves by bloodhounds,
the seenting of game by animals in general,

o

If these gases or scents emanate from the
body in health, what must we not expect in
disease?

It shiould be perfectiv apparent to any one
that in view of the recent discoveries in
chemico-activity, it would be the part of wis-
dom to look heyond its merely proxiinate,
therapenutie virtues, and investigate the nether
side of the question )

It is impossible to explain the lightnin
n?rmd of influenza by tugninrm theory o
disease, and yet the bacteriologists attempt

tordo so,

Its course from East to West would in-
dicate that ite origin was to be sought in
extra-planetary sources -impinging upon the
earth in A manner similar to the rays of the

course,

In the chemico-active gases lingering in
invisitle clouds in certain parts of space-—the
products of milllons of combustive processes
of ages ngo—and throngh which the earth
plunges from time to time in its career: in
these gases are to be found the prime, ulti-
mate causes of that desolating disease as well

triin of offgpring and evil kindred.

To sonie it might seem but the resurrec-
tion of the old chemical extension theory
versus bacteria, but it is easy to see, in chem-
ico-nctivity, a1 vast difference from mere
chemiecal extension

In chemico-ietivity a formidable
to the germ theory is to be found,

I'his statement may seem rank hereay
to many, but to emphasize it 1 will add that
thers nover sprang into existenc» from any
combination of chemicals—normal combi-
nation as found in health or abnormal as found |
in the various chemical deviations from
health —~that did not find its congueror in
chemico-netivity, Bacteria decay and die,
Just as all animul and vegetable life perishes
Panbiect to the (nexorable laws of chemical
{ change. Just as the changes wronght in the
! tiny acorn by the absorption of the chemijcals
from the enrth mean death to the acorn, they
also mean the springing into existenee of anew
entity ~destined to become a ginnt oak, and
in like manner the absorption by the human
body of the chemicals by which it is sur-
rounded furnish it with new Jife from time
to time, and in certain conditions of a super-
abundant supply or a deviation from the nor-
mal chemical ingredients supplied, this life
:nk{‘s the form of the entities f(nm\'n as bac-

eria
~ For purposes of dingnosis, hacteria are of |
inestimable value, and as sccondary agents
in the chemical disintegrations transpiring
they have their uses.

When bacteria are relegated to their proper
place in the c-(-onnm{' and more time devoted
to the chemicals through which they flrst
sprang into existonee, and by means of which
they flourish then indeed will miant strides
be made in the scicnee of medicine,

X ., Josepn D. Hanrnicas, M. D.

New Yonk, March 12

rival

A Respected South Bender.

To TR LDITOR OF THE SUN-Sir: Have you
room for Mr. Ceph Moomaw, a rallway postal clerk
of South Bend, Ind* G. C. R.

SYRacUsE, N. Y. Marceh 11,

Nowie Indorses Vardaman,
From Learves of Iealing.
Governor Vardaman's action in  Mississippl 1s
worthy of high commendation.

Spring fashlons and patterns attract immediate
sttention In the Aprll number of the Delineator.
There are many Jiterary articles of Interest besides,
among them one of travel across Canada, wWith
remarkable pletures of northwestern scenery, an-
other about Mme. Nordica with many photographs,
and one on gardens In vacant oty lots, Verse,
Stories, natural history and chlldren’s tales will be

McoLANDBURGR WrLsOW,

sun and in similar manner pursuing the same |

!
|
{
|
|
as the sine qua non of all its accompanying [
|
]
|
|
|

! must
i the ultimate success of the revolution must

found here (oo.

OUR NEAREST ISLAND.

The Controversy About Its Prosperity
Under Actual Conditions.

To Tak EpiTor or THE BuN—=Sir: 1 have
neither purpose nor desire to enter into &
controversy with Mr. Walter J. Ballard re-
garding the economic condition of the island
of Porto Rico. But his treatment of my earlier
comment on that situation seems to call f r
some reply, Otherwise I in writing, and THE
SuN in publishing, rest under an unanswered
charge of inaccuracy if not of outright per-

version.

Mr. Ballard follows a line of argument
which is at leust unigue, I quoted export
and import figures in round numbers, and did
not quote my authority. Therefore, accord-
ing to Mr. Ballard, I am and must be wrong
or at best unreliable.  1f Mr. Ballard will ob-
tain from the official bureau of which Col.
0. P. Austin is the head, now included in the
Department of Commerce and Lubor, i v.ol-
ume published by that burecan and covering
broadly the general conditions in all of the
insilar areas with which our recent expe-
vience has bronght us into contact, and will
turn to pages 220 and 231, he will there tlind
an oMcial statement of total exports upd im-
ports of Porto Rico back to 18%7. For his
enlightenment, 1 will say that the figures
thera given are probably inaceurate h:-unun_n
of the methods employed in Hp:mlnh-Am(-.n-
ean custom houses.  But this frregularity
would support my assertions, rather than
those of Mr., Bullard, as the auoted flgures
are below rather than above the actual
amounts, Instead of. as 1 said, a falling off
of 17 per cent. in Porto Rican commeree, i
is exceedingly probable the foll is 26 per cent.,
and perhaps even more than that,

Mr. Bullird's argument that o larger sale
to ane customer, while there ix a falling off
in total business, is a slgn of prosperity an
an evidence that more business is being done
is little short of ludicrous, At least, the
majority of merchants would prefer a total
sale of $150 to ten etistomers to a trude of §100
with one customer, and would probably im-
arine that they were muking more money by
the larger sales. ‘ ‘

His balance of trade argument is nl’w( ious
in the extreme, Undoubtedly he would assert
Cuban prosperity during the {;‘wrmll of iuter-
vention as a result of the beneficent and
I able rule of Dr. Wood. How does he reconcile
his conviction of Cuban prosperity with the
fact, of oMeial record, that Cuba's commerce
during the intervention shows an adverse
balance of more than $40,000,0007 1t is not
easy to ree how a favorable trade bulance of
even 80 vast 7 UM as $615,880 for a year is an
indisputable proof of Porto Rican opulence.

Mr. Ballard refutes all tales of industrial
distress in the island by quoting Goyernor
Hunt. He is quite satisfled to accept Gov-
ernor Hunt as an unimpeachuble authority.
Mr. Hunt is doubtless a mun of unswerving
integrity and honesty of purpose, but he is
not necessarily a man who is best informed
regarding conditions, and it is hardly to be
expected that he would submit reports that
would write his administration down as a
failure, Dr. Wood told us some very glowing
stories of Cuban contentment and prosperity
up to the autumn of 19001, Mr. Ballard may
recall that at that time Dr. Wood, Secretary
Root and President Roosevelt went on public
record with vehement ussertions of impend-
ing disaster in Cuba if the American Con-

resa falled to grant tariff concesgions to

1ba’s products. This does not prove that
Governor Hunt has deliberately falsified his
reports, but it opens a possibility that he may
have fallen into the same pit as that into whic
thnrfvfel! our great first prize administrator,

r. s
It does not seem to me that the ecxtract
quoted from Governor Hunt by Mr. Ballard
is as redundant with exuberant optimism
and assurance of Porto Rican prosperity as
Mr. Ballard seems to think it is. There are
sundry qualifying expressions in it, “Condi-
tions in the island are as satisfactory as could
ex ed.”  “Until the lesson is better
learned that the only way for a country to
grnﬁpor {8 by the labor of its people, we will
ave diMeulties here.” These are not indica-
tive of that unrestrained and unlimited wave
of prosperity 80 plainly seen from the tower
windows of the Sage of S8chencctady. *“Cor-
reaponsal” once spent about five months in
doing nothing except study the conditions
of Porto Rico. During that time he travelled
over the greater portion of the irland,
Sinea that time he has been In frequent per-
gonal communication, by word of mouth
and bv correspondence, with various Porto
Rirans who are not entirely without standing
in the land of their birth and residence.

Mr. Bal'ard flnds, presumably, material
for some good American boasting in Governor
Hunt's statement that the coffee crop thie
year is almost normal, and that prioes for the
time being are better than they buave been
for the last two or three vears. Before the
war Porto Rico's coffea crop varied in total
value according to the gize of the crop and
the prevailing market prices, Tt stood in
the vicinity of  $7,000,000 or $£000000 2
vear. | regret that 1 have not at hand
the figures for last year Aut inasmuch
as the Porto Rico Official Register gives,
for the year ending June 80, 1903, United
States import of Porto Rico coffee as 718,031,
and the total export trade of the islund, in-
cluding coffee and everything elee, for the
game period, as $3,057 497, it i8 at least reagon-
able to aseume that the value of Porto Rico's
coffee crop has been somewhat more than cut
in two. Our free market for Porto Rico's
$6,000,000 to $7,000,000 worth of sugar has been
her financial salvation, but even that has not
made the great mass of her people either
prosperoiis or contented.

I admit Mr. Ballard’s superior skill in {na-
gling with figures, but a few cold facts which
I have accumulated throurgh personal ex-
yorience and investigation forbid my joining
1im in any grand hullaballoo over the bound-
lesa prosperity which has come to Porto Rico
as a result of our adinistration of the island.

NEW YORK, March 11. CORRESPONSAL.

Prof. Prince on Frederick's Statue,

To TRE ED1TOR OF THE BUN—Sir: It seems
to me that yvour editorial in to-day's issue on
“The Statue of Frederick the Great” is open
to criticism on two points.

First, it makes no difference either in the
appropriateness or the acceptance of Em-
peror William's gift whether the renowned
Prussian King was a friend or an enemy to
liberal institutions. Tt is both natural and
fitting that William IT, in seeking to express
his regurd for the American people in the
form of a vuluable present, should select a
statue of Germany’s supreme hero, Fred-
erick was, moreover, the greatest master in
the art of war that appeared in Europe from
the time of C(ssar to Napoleon, he gift

i is simply a polite and generous compliment

to our national military prowess, That is
indieatad by the fact that the Wur College has
heen selected as the site for the erection of
the statue. That Frederick the despot was
not impresasd with the sublimity of the demo-
cratie idea is no reason why we shotld decline
to make room on a distinetly military reserva-
tion for the sculptured likeness of one of the

 most distingnished Generals of Listory,

_Secondly, it is not competent for you to
cite, in support of your allegution that :Fred-
erick was inimieal to the cclonial cause, the
fact that he did not recognize the indepen-
dence of the United 8tates when France did.
I'o have done so would have bheen contrary
to the law of nations, and an act of hostility
to Great Britain which that nation would
have been justified in answering by a declara-
tion of war, as she did in the case of France.

There are but two conditions under which
recognition of independence may lawfully
be granted, Either the revolted community
have achieved actual separation, or

be reagonably certain. In 1778 we were not

only not independent, but events indicated

that we never would be. It was the derkest

period of the war, Prussian recognition of
American independence was impossible.

LroN C. PriNcy,

Professor of Internationnl

. l.aw,
Carvisue, Pa,, March 11.

Polygamy and the Ox Cart,

To THR EDITOR OF THR SUN--Sir:  There can he
no danger in the discusslion of polygamy as prac
tised by the Mormons. When the policy of one
State or more Is a cancer eating its way Into the
body polltie, that State or States must submit to
the dictates of the natlonal Government. | hate
those words, "State rights.™  But for those words
the clvil war never would have been fought. We
arc a natlon, one and Inseparable, and that q:estion
Is settled forever.

As to the doetrine of polygamy as a religlous
doctrine, no clvilized man belleves that a just God
ever revealed to man that polygamy 18 the highest
type of virtue. Who cares whether or not Martin
Luther, John MUton and the early Christlan Fathers
taught that polygamy Is right for man, They
were barbarlans, and It is only a barbarian that
would practlse and teach palygamy.

We have done away with the ox cart, and now
travel by steam and electric rallways; we no longor
write books with a goose qulll <the priating press
tumns out one milllon coples where one was written
before; the tallow dip Is thrown away and the elec.
tric Nght Is subsututed; the workingman to-day
knows more and llves better than did Solomon |n
all his glory; war Is not now carried on by the kji|
Ing of women and Innocent babes; the civillzed
woman of to-day Is not the slave of man, but |s
hla"oqush Why should 1t not be thus?

we have abandoned the mode of

transportation for that of clvilzavo ?::::12:‘1
of having one Individyal with a library, We have now
a mlllon; if clvillzed man has thrown away the
Ilght of barbarism and has stolen the lightning
from the clouds with which to tum the dead night
Into the living day. why should man persist in be.
:l:viu :In: ;M Nu;. thet gave him birth ks not

e equal of the man he affeet) ]

New Yorx, Mareh 1% ety “mrn:”‘?‘

e ———————
Something, Says Mr. Heald, With the Troe
Ring of College Life In It.

ORANGE, N. J., March 18.—John O. Heald
of Orange has offered a prize of $100 for the
words and music of a song that will best
exemplify the true Yale spirit. Mr. Heald
is a graduate of Yale University and siys
he has long been impressed with the fac
that Yale has not a song with the true ring
of college life. The competition will close
in April and judges who have been geleciad
by gﬁr. Heald will go over the materi |
submitted. Mr. Heald declares that he
wanta to get a song that will stand the test
of vears. Harvard, Cornell and other
universitics all have their songs, he save,
and Princeton’'s “Old Nassau” holds the
palm among them. He is looking for some-
thing that will be to Ya le what “Old Nassau"
is to Princeton.

e st

Out of the Ruins of the Capltol.

To tae EpiTor oF THE SUN—Sir: In ex.
oavnting near the ruins of what was known
as the Capitol in the ancient ecity of Washing-
town, the once famous chief city of the Unijted
States of America, more than four thonsand
vears ago, 4 workman found what appeared
to be the diary of a defeated Congressman
Although bound in what is unmistakably
leather, it is nevertheless in a remarkable
stute of preservation, apparently due to the
process known to the ancients and now, in-
deed, n lost art, of preparing the Jeather with
alcohol.  Even after the lapse of full four
thousand yenrs, the odor of that liquid can
plainly be datectod in the hook

Many interesting incidents and names are
recordad in this wonderful book, and its re
covery is regarded as a grent find for anti-
quarians

Among other things appeared the followine
quaint poem, which, from the dimly penned
lines preceding it, appears to relate to the
report of u “Geafter's [nvestigation,” by
police ofMcer known s Joseph L. Bristow,
Fourth Assistant Police General, which, i1t
gnems, inculpated a large number of Govern-
ment  employees enlled  Congressmen, of
which the writer of the poem was one

THEODORE ROOSEVELT JONBS.

TorPEKA, March 13, 8,942,

MY KANGAROO, =
I do not love thee half so well Y
As in the days of yore:
But what has changed me? Who can tell
What makes me feel so sore?
Yet once, alas, I loved thee s2
My Sherlock Holmes, my Kansas Joe. 5

It s not that thy beauty, dear, L
Has faded from thy face;

It Is not that thy gentle hand
Has lost 1ts catehlog grace.

Ah, no, not these, my long, gaunt Jos,

Now makes me love thee less. Ah, no!

When thou didst, with thy malléd hand,
Grab grafters from their festering nest, '.-,

The welkin rang throughout the land, /
Ah, then, I'm sure, I loved tiee best.

But now when thou prickst ME like hell,

I And I love thee not 30 well.

Something About ‘“Grog and Grub."”

To THE EpITOR OF THE S8UN —Sir: In your
article on Platt and Odell the other day,
wherein many incidents of Odell's ingratitude
to Platt were mentioned, you overlooked an
interesting incident of the campaign of 1802,
when Odell was a candidate for reelection
and David B. Hill proved him to be a stock-
holder of record in Mathews & Co.'s grocery”
concern, which sold its wares to the Stata
departments,  Odell, replying to Hill on thar
oceasion, plaintively cried that “Hill has
eaten of my bread and sat at my board,” and
yot Hill had gone into a political campaign
to swat Odell for the Mathews & Co. grafting
business and Odell's connection in it.

Odell needn’t complain of Hill when he re-
members how many times he has sat at Platt’s
hoard and partaken of Platt's food, and, in
fact, I might say that on a thousand oceasions
Platt “spread the cloth for the Governor
and bade him git to the feast.” During the
last ten years Odell has partaken of Platt's
grog and grib a great many times, and yet
Odell not only didn't think it amiss for him
to accept everything in the shape of physical
sustenance from Platt, but he also took any~
thing handy in the way of political sustenance.
In fact, Platt gave him the greatest political
feast in the way of political promotions and
nominations and elections, and yet Platt
hasn’t whined when Odell, a member of his
own party, accepted his food and his political
advancements and then turned and struck
down Platt, his host,

So it seems to me that that whine of Odell's
that Hill shouldn't smash into him becanse
Hill had sat at Odell's board was somewhat
out of place. A. H. SELDEN.

New Yorg, March 13,

The People's Interest tn the New Subway

Plan.
To THE EDITOR OF THr SUN-Sir: The
New York public have apparently hardiv

waked up to the great igiportance to the
business interests downtown of the proposals
which were made to the Rapid Transit Com-
mission, If the plans submitted by M:
Vreeland of the Metropolitan system are car-
ried out there will be a meang of prompt co'ii-
munication between different parts of (he
downtown district which have been here-
tofore sadly lacking.

The crosstown tunnel at Thirty-fourth
strect, with another crosstown tunnel at
Chambers street, and a belt line around the
Battery, with their conuecting lines down
Eighth avenue and Broadway, will afford
rapid transit from various points on the East
Side and the West Side, and viee versa,

By employing the surface line connections
which are proposed by Mr. Vreeland, a still
more prompt and convenient connection
can be muade between any one point and au-
other in the business di trict, all for five
cents, \

When to this is added the promptness with
which persons coming in over the Pennsyvl-
vania and New York Central roads can take
a4 subway car and cover any point in th®
busines# district, either direetly or by trans-
for to the crosstown surface lines, it is eviden!
that this plan offers advantages to the bus-
ness man which it would be hard to duplicat®
or increase,

Business men of the East and West Sides as
weoll as those of the downtown district ought
to be active agitators for a project which
means something of the same economy of
time and effort which they derive from the
telephone and would derive from a fast locil
mail service it we had it.

NEW YORK, March 17, Mark S, FEILER

How Ship Canals Pay.

To Tuk Epvitor or THE SvN-Sir: Now
that we are arranging to begin work on th?
American Panama Canal it is of interest 1o
note what other ship canals of tha world are
doing. Take, for instance. the Manchester
ip Canal. It has now been open for ten
years, during which time it has made the
follov'i'ig good and increasing record of sea-
borue (raffic, in tons:

1804, v GSBSS 189D 242,103
1504 S L1087, 443 | 1B 27448141
1806, 21,509,655 | 1001 2,654, 11
1807, AT004T0 02 L 3,187,840
1808 L 2,218,005 | 1003 . 50T

Durineg this period also its barge traf
has averaged about 300,000 tons yearly

I'he striking feature of theso results is the
constant growth, vear by vear, of the sti-
borne traffic. So will it be with the Amerfcd
Panama Canal. Onee the ocean-connecting
waterway is provided the commerce of the
world will not be long in seeing and utilizine
its advantages, Day by day foreign vessels
guwmn through it will saluts the American

ag, and thus give daily recognition of Amer -
can control of the eroatest and most uscil
waterway in the world.

In the half year ended Dec. 31, 1003,
Manchester Ship Canal carried 2,011,000 tons
of toll-paying merchandise, an inerease o
200,000 tons over the preeeding holf yens
The hall-year's revenus wus $1,005015, ©
which $507,53) was net revenne.

Warten o

SCHENECTADY, March 11

BALLARD

S. Weller's Diamond Wedding.
From Reynolds's Newsnaper
Mr. 8. Weller, 82, and Mrs, Weller, 78, natives
High Wycombe, Bucks, have fust cclehrated the
sixtieth anniversary of thelr weddlag,  They ha
nine ohlidren living, forty seven grandehlidren
and Nive great-grandohildren.

'

The Harsh Chicago R.
From the New Orieans Picuyune
7 :ﬂa accent 18 not notloeable, the harsh Ohloar”
r" and the Seoteh burr belng both sbsent from s
apeoch,



